










PREFACE. 

I t  is w i t h  a d e e p  s e n s e  o f  honou r  t h a t  I come t o  w r i t e  t h i s  

p r e f a c e .  A s  a  n a t i v e  s o n  o f  Dunga rvan ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  

book is d e a r  to  my h e a r t  a n d  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  Town P l a n n e r ,  t h e  

s o m e t i m e s  h a r s h  t r e a t m e n t  wh ich  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  Dungarvan  

r e c e i v e ,  p a i n s  t h a t  same h e a r t .  I t  is t o  be  s i n c e r e l y  hoped 

t h a t  t h e  work by W i l l i a m  F r a h e r  i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  book w i l l  f o c u s  

w e l l  d e s e r v e d  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  f i n e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  a f i n e  town.  

My good f r i e n d  a n d  t e a c h e r  P a t r i c k  S h a f f r e y ,  i n  h i s  book "The 

I r i s h  Town - a n  a p p r o a c h  t o  s u r v i v a l " ,  h a s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  a n  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  is a v i t a l  p a r t  o f  a n y  n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  

and  t h a t  its p r o t e c t i o n  is t h e r e f o r e  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e .  

T h i s  book on t h e  b u i l d i n g s  or Dungarvan  p r o v e s  t h i s  p o i n t  m o s t  

a d e q u a t e l y .  What would  Dungarvan  be  w i t h o u t  G r a t t a n  S q u a r e ,  

t h e  Marke t  House ,  t h e  Cou rhouse ,  its s u p e r b  B r i d g e ,  and  a who le  

l ist o f  o t h e r  f i n e  b u i l d i n g s  and  s t r u c t u r e s ?  T h e s e  g i v e  t o  

t h e  town i ts i n a t e  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e y  make t h e  town,  t h e y  are t h e  

town.  

C h a r l e s  S m i t h  w r i t i n g  i n  1 7 4 6  i n  h i s  " A n c i e n t  a n d  P r e s e n t  S t a t e  

o f  t h e  Coun ty  and  C i t y  o f  W a t e r f o r d "  d e s c r i b e s  Dungarvan  as 

b e i n g  " t o l e r a b l y  w e l l  b u i l t " .  T h i s  we m u s t  a c c e p t  as a t r u e  

and  a c c u r a t e  a s s e s s m e n t .  a f t e r  a l l  S m i t h  was  a P h a r m a c i s t  i n  

Dungarvan  i n  t h e  e a r l y  E i g h t e e n t h  C e n t u r y .  B u t  h i s  a c c o u n t  p r e -  

d a t e s  t h e  m a j o r  improvemen t s  t h a t  w e r e  to  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  e a r l y . .  

N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  d u e  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  a n d  s k i l l  o f  t h e  F i f t h  a n d  

S i x t h  Dukes  o f  D e v o n s h i r e .  
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These  gen t l emen  h a v e  g i v e n  Dungarvan its c h a r a c t e r  b y - l a y i n g  o u t  

G r a t t a n  S q u a r e ,  Mary S t r e e t  and B r i d g e  S t r e e t  - a town p l a n n i n g  

ensemble  t h a t  is a match f o r  any European town. Indeed  t h e r e  

a r e  some s i m i l a r i t i e s  be tween G r a t t a n  S q u a r e  and t h e  P l a c e  

Verdome o f  P a r i s  s u c h  as u n i f o r m i t y  o f  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  roo f  l i n e ,  

c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  s c a l e ,  t h e  u s e  o f  median a x i s  and so  o n .  I t  is 

a l l  t h e  more r e g r e t f u l  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  S q u a r e  is 

b e i n g  d e s t r o y e d  a t  t h e  Wate r fo rd  C o - o p e r a t i v e  c o r n e r .  

The b u i l d i n g s  o f  Dungarvan a r e  n e a t  and r e g u l a r .  They a r e  n o t  

showy o r  p r e t e n t i o u s .  The s t r e e t s c a p e  o f  t h e  town is r e a s o n a b l y  

i n t a c t  - t h e r e  a r e  few g a p s  i n  t h e  l o n g  unbroken t e r r a c e s  o f  

b u i l d i n g s  i n  O t C o n n e l l  S t r e e t ,  Main S t r e e t  and o t h e r  s t r e e t s .  

Bu t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  d a n g e r s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e s e  

s t r e e t s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h o s e  o f  decay  and re-development .  A most 

u n f o r t u n a t e  example  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  is t h e  c lumsy e f f o r t  t o  i n f i l l  

a low f l a t  Supe rmarke t  i n t o  Main S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  F r i a r y  S t r e e t  

j u n c t i o n .  H o p e f u l l y  t h i s  book w i l l  c o n v i n c e  t h e  Urban D i s t r i c t  

C o u n c i l ,  t h e  P l a n n i n g  A u t h o r i t y ,  t o  p r o p e r l y  c o n t r o l  new deve lop -  

ment and t o  p r o t e c t  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  and s t r e e t s c a p e .  

Mr. F r a h e r ' s  book c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many f i n e  

b u i l d i n g s  i n  Dungarvan wor thy o f  o u r  a d m i r a t i o n .  Bu t  t h e s e  

b u i l d i n g s  must  be  l i s t e d  i n  Development P l a n s  and p r e s e r v e d .  

The t r a d i t i o n a l  s h o p f r o n t s  must  n o t  b e  r e p l a c e d  dy p l a s t i c  and 

chrome. The i ron -work ,  s tone -work ,  p l a s t e r - w o r k ,  l e t t e r i n g  and 

o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  o f  Dunga rvan ' s  b u i l d i n g s  d e s e r v e  t o  be  c h e r i s h e d  

and p r o t e c t e d .  
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INTRODUCTION. 

The Anglo Normans a r e  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  f o u n d i n g  t h e  town o f  Dungarvan 

i n  t h e  1 2 t h  Cen tu ry .  It would a p p e a r  t h a t  some form o f  p re -  

Norman s e t t l e m e n t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  whe the r  i t  was 

permanent and t o  what e x t e n t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y .  Evidence o f  

e a r l y  o c c u p a t i o n  is based  on a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  f i n d s  from t h e  

Shandon Caves s i t e  t o  t h e  North  o f  t h e  town. When t h e  Caves 

were  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  q u a r r y i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  Cen tu ry  many 

an ima l  bones  were  found and a l s o  e v i d e n c e  o f  h a b i t a t i o n  by man. 

Among t h e  f i n d s  was a  bone t r i a l  p i e c e  from t h e  Hibe rno  Vik ing  

p e r i o d ,  9 t h / l O t h  Cen tu ry .  A s e r i e s  o f  d e s i g n s  some i n  

r e c t a n g u l a r  b o r d e r s ,  o t h e r s  i r r e g u l a r  a r e  d e e p l y  i n c i s e d  on two 

o f  t h e  f o u r  s i d e s .  I n t e r l a c e  and an ima l  p a t t e r n s  a r e  used i n  

s m a l l e r  d e s i g n s  s u c h  as f i g u r e - e i g h t  i n t e r l a c e  and t r i q u e t r a s .  

Dungarvan was p o s s i b l y  used  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  a s  a Vik ing  T r a d i n g  

C e n t r e .  ( F i g .  1) 

It is d i s p u t e d  L h e t h e r  a r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  e x i s t e d  i n  

Dungarvan b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  A u g u s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  1 3 t h  

Cen tu ry .  S t .  Garvan is c l a i m e d  as f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  town i n  t h e  

7 t h  Cen tu ry  when he  is supposed  t o  have founded a n  Abbey o f  

Canons Regu la r .  T h i s  t h e o r y  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  C o l g a n 1 & 2 a n d  was 

l a t e r  r e p e a t e d  by w r i t e r s  s u c h  as A r c h d a l l ,  H a r r i s ,  Smith  e t c .  

However, t h e r e  is n o  r e a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Dungarvan t a k e s ' i t s  

name from S t .  Garvan or t h a t  h e  had an Abbey h e r e .  

The Town r e a l l y  owes its foundac ion  and development  t o  t h e  Anglo 

Normans i n  t h e  1 2 t h  Cen tu ry .  
7 .  
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